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November 16, 2007
Dear Honorable Supervisor Gayle B. Uilkema and Supervisor Federal D. Glover:

On November 1, 2007, members of the Public and Environmental Health Advisory Board (PEHAB) voted unanimously to support the Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Report by the consultant, BIRC, with all of its recommendations.  The implementation of the Integrated Pest Management policy has been a priority for PEHAB, and the Environmental Health Subcommittee has worked many hours to integrate public participation with the needs of County departments.  PEHAB heard comments presented by Parents for a Safer Environment and feedback from the County contractor, Orkin, and from the Departments of Public Works, General Services and County Agriculture.

Of all the recommendations in the IPM Consultant’s Report, PEHAB would like to stress the importance of a fully funded and trained IPM Coordinator.  This position is pivotal to the successful implementation of the IPM programs.  With the appropriate authority, the IPM coordinator would coordinate efforts between multiple County departments and provide leadership and oversight in the County.  Of particular importance is the need to collect data and maintain a database that would enable the County to accurately assess pesticide use, locations of application and trends over time.  The Board of Supervisors issued a board order last year requiring an IPM coordinator be placed in the CAO’s office.  A member of the CAO’s staff, who has subsequently retired, was assigned those IPM tasks in addition to his regular assignments.  Although a step toward implementation, this assignment did not allocate enough dedicated staff time for full implementation of the IPM program, as documented from the Consultant’s report.  It also did not provide for oversight authority over county programs involved in pesticide application.  We believe this position requires a dedicated, full-time coordinator with oversight authority.

We urge you to fund the position of IPM Coordinator to implement the recommendations of the IPM Report.  This is an opportunity for Contra Costa County to decrease the exposure to pesticide for our citizens and staff, and to provide leadership to other municipalities on IPM implementation. 

We thank you for the opportunity to provide input on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Marj Leeds



Nick Rodriguez

Co-chair, PEHAB


Co-chair, PEHAB
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