

December 15, 2008

Dear Contra Costa County Board Members of the TWIC:

I am providing you in advance of the annual Integrated Pest Management progress report by county departments on December 15, 2008 a set of documents summarizing the Department of Public Works, Vegetation Management Division’s  (PWVM) Pesticide Usage:

1. A compilation of all the pesticides applied in FY ’07-08 and their respective toxicities to both human health and aquatic organisms, and their half lives, or time it takes for just half of the chemical to break down in a easy to view, table format.  

This table also shows the pesticides that were applied in and around flood control channels and creeks (bold font of product names).

2. A set of graphs quantifying total and each of the products/active ingredients applied, the bad actors applied, the carcinogens applied, the reproductive and developmental toxins applied, the hormone disruptors applied, and the groundwater contaminants applied in FY  ’07-’08  by the Public Works Department.

Please note that due to the large number of pesticides utilized by the Public Works Department, the total products applied graph had to be distributed among 3 graphs.

Please note that “inactive” ingredients and the breakdown products from products can also be toxic to humans and/or other organisms or even more toxic than the original product.  

· These two documents summarize that the PWVM applied over 19,000 lbs of pesticides in the FY ’07-08 in Contra Costa County grounds and water.  

· PWVM applying over 7,000 lbs of pesticides in and around flood control channels and creeks.

· That the Public Works Department applied over 3,000 lbs of bad actor pesticides.

On Monday, I plan to express concerns as well appreciation for any progress made by the Departments of Agriculture, General Services, and Public Works Department.   Parents for a Safer Environment will present information on how other public agencies have been able to use safer alternatives to decrease use of pesticides and thus decreasing the risk to public health and the environment.  The counties are prioritizing the elimination of all bad actors.  

Thank you for your attention to the issue of integrated pest management or least toxic pest management that is one of the most cost-effective means of preventing chronic public health and environmental illness, if implemented properly.

Sincerely,

Susan JunFish, MPH



      Director, Parents for a Safer Environment

                              junfish@gmail.com
                              925-283-4609

