from   Belinda Messenger <bmessenger@cdpr.ca.gov>

to        CLearned@acalanes.k12.ca.us

cc     Ann Hanger <ahanger@cdpr.ca.gov>,

Sewell Simmons <ssimmons@cdpr.ca.gov>,

Thomas Babb <tbabb@cdpr.ca.gov>

date   Fri, Sep 19, 2008 at 8:36 AM

subject   Why an IPM policy is needed

mailed-by cdpr.ca.gov

Hi Chris,

Susan Jun-Fish asked me to send you some information about the

importance of an IPM policy. We conduced a survey and asked school

districts why they felt it was important to have an IPM policy in place.

Here's what we learned:

Most school district staff interviewed agreed on the following benefits

resulting from the establishment of a written IPM policy and program in

their district:
·       The pest management decision-making process is improved since

district pest management priorities are more clearly defined.

·       Community relations are improved at both the district and

individual school levels.  A written IPM policy and program provides a

more effective way to educate the general public, and district and

school staff.

·       A written IPM policy and program provides district guidelines

and procedures for protecting human health and safety and the

environment, for immediate response to any problems that do occur, and

for proper documentation of district actions.

·       Establishing a written IPM policy and program is an important

first step in strengthening budget priorities for pest management needs.

This will help get the resources needed to implement strong

prevention-based IPM programs (which may involve extensive monitoring,

as well as purchase of the materials and equipment long before they are

needed so that alternatives are immediately available when pest damage

thresholds are reached).

·       There are many federal and state regulations involved with

pesticide use.  A thorough, written IPM policy outlines all procedures

necessary for proper adherence to pesticide laws and regulations,

facilitating not only regulatory compliance but also thorough

documentation of pesticide use.

·       Finally, a written IPM policy provides continuity in the pest

management program when there is a change in staff or management.

We encourage school districts to put an IPM policy in place. If you

would like to see some simple examples of policies other districts have

adopted, please go to

http://www.cdpr.ca.gov/schoolipm/managing_pests/gdebook/gbappe.pdf

I think you have a copy of our school IPM guidebook. If you don't but

you would like one, please contact Ann Hanger at ahanger@cdpr.ca.gov and

let her know if you would prefer a CD or a hard copy.

Good luck with your program! Please let us know if you have any

questions.
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