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	 C l e a n   W a t e r   A c t i o n


March 7, 2007
Craig Downs, General Manager 

Richard Means, President, Board of Trustees
Contra Costa County Mosquito and Vector Control District

155 Mason Circle
Concord, CA 94520

RE:  Request to cease adulticiding 

Dear General Manager Downs and President Means, 
I am writing on behalf of Clean Water Action and our 20,000 California members, most of whom reside in the Bay Area, to support Parent’s for a Safer Environment’s call for the cessation of adulticiding by the Contra Costa County Mosquito & Vector Control Districts (CCMVCD).  We do so because:

1) It has not been demonstrated that adulticiding from truck mounted Ultra Low Volume fogging in residential neighborhoods actually decreases mosquito proliferation;
2) Adulticiding practices pose a risk to public health as pesticides, even in small amounts, can act as reproductive toxins and/or endocrine disruptors impacting normal development of the fetus. They can also trigger cancer cell proliferation;
3) Recent research on the impact of pyrethroids and piperonyl butoxide in water bodies of California demonstrates negative impacts to ecosystems; 

4) Adulticiding practices are contrary to the requirements outlined in the Water Quality Attainment Strategy and Total Maximum Daily Load for Pesticide-Related Toxicity in Urban Creeks adopted by the San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board in November 2005 to protect San Francisco Bay and its tributaries.  
Clearly, adulticiding can result in serious negative public health and environmental impacts. We urge you, therefore, to abandon such practices and prioritize larviciding and community outreach to remove standing water in order to control mosquitoes and prevent the occurrence of West Nile Virus in Contra Costa County.  

Sincerely Yours,

Andria Ventura
Program Manager
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